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PRESIDENT'S 5 
Image and appearance are everything today. We won't buy anything, it 
seems, that isn't reputable or packaged nicely. So it is with our sport. 
Society won't "buy" it if it isn't reputable or packaged nicely by society's 
standards. 

Our packaging....leathers, bandannas, boots, gloves, tattoos, colors, etc., 
is our signature. While it may intimidate, and even offend some portion 
of society, it is, has always been, and will remain, our "packaging". Sure, 
we can argue that it's based on safety, but we know it's a part of a tradi-
tion that we embrace and we don't intend to dictate how riders dress. 
Appearance is very much an individual decision, reflecting directly on 
that individual first, and the image of "Bikers" second. 

Our reputation however, seems to be a collective one. That is, one that is 
based on how we, as individuals, and as a group, behave in the public's 
eye. Just as the image of a "Biker" is based on the collective view of 
many, the reputation of "Bikers" is based on the same collective view. 
Recent events in the motorcycle community have been highlighted by the 
media at the expense of our sport and reputation. I'm talking about out-
law motorcycle gangs and the fights and shootings we've seen over the 
past month. The killings between the Hells Angels and the Mongols will 
get a 60 second spot on national network evening news for two consecu-
tive evenings. You'd be lucky to find a five - second clip on Ride for 
Kids, Little Angels, our Charity Ride, Blessing of the Bikes, or even a 
remote reference to the tremendous amount of effort that it takes to put on 
a charity ride. 

If you sense that I'm a bit upset with this crap...you're right. It concerns 
me that all of the effort that our members contribute to charity, to safety, 
to those things that make our sport safe and enjoyable, is eclipsed by a few 
criminals who's adverse conduct the media chooses to publicize. 

The best way to win a war, I've learned, is one battle at a time. This war 
is over our image and reputation as individuals, as a club, and as "Bikers". 
The battles are on every highway, in every parking lot, at every stop light, 
stop sign, and in every public domain. Those are the battlefields where 
we fight the adverse image of our sport. 

The next time you straddle your iron, think about those battlefields and 
how effective it is to waive at kids, to say hi to folks when you're stopped 
at an intersection, or to greet people who stare at you as you enter a restau-
rant. Combine that with riding conservatively and safely and we'll all be 
victorious in this image war. 

We know we have a good reputation as a club. Those familiar with Top 
Cats know us as reputable but...the general public can't tell the difference 
between one leather - clad rider or another. Fly your colors (Top Cats 
flag), keep our image a positive one, and thanx for your effort in main-
taining a good image for our sport and our club. 

Let's roll, 

Traveler 

ROAD BITS 
By Iceman 

*** IMAX Theaters around Chicago have begun 
showing Ultimate. Get involved as in motorcycling 
mayhem as possible without the pain. 

*' Top Cats member Don Esblornson introduced 
the Rand McNally TripLink at the May meeting. 
This inexpensive handheld device downloads and 
stores information from the Rand McNally web site 
for retrieval when you desire. Routes, rest stops, 
time, distance, etc. Available to members for 
$25.00, normally $35.00, by contacting Jim Heniff 
(847) 381-5357. 

*** Top Cat member Ken Glassman wrote a prod-
uct review of Cruiserworks boots a year ago. I 
happened to be in the market for serious motorcy-
cling foot ware and purchased a pair on his rec-
ommendation. Thanks Ken. Five hours of rain and 
cold while attending the Experienced Riders Course 
put these boots to the test. I join Ken in approving 
these boots. Comfortable, watertight and warm. 5 
stars. 800 955-1187, ww.cruiserworks.com . 

Congratulations and thanks to 
George Lax, our serving Past 
President, for accepting the addi-
tional position of Vice President 
vacated by Rik Lowry, for the 
remaining term of 2002. 
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afiEHMANTRIKES,INC. 
(847) 669-0256 

Fax (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.com  

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

TI IE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 
(wkirkpa177@aol.com ) 

Vice President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 	 847/381-5357 

Secretary 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 
(vern693(&aol coml 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glaxAhotmail.com) 

Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 
(bboandAfedex.com) 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
(aliciakumr(&,aol.coml 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 	 815/459-9345 
(tazman69er@netscape.netl 

Director 	Chuck Prettyman 	 847/3824269 
(cpman4(&,aol.coml 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HMI% 0347/ 622,3.501 e-mail: topcats mcc@hotImail.com  

NEXT MEETING: June 4, 2002 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	John Fraccaro (ifraccaroAjuno.com ) 	847/697-9607 

Advertising 	Bill Wilson (iwilsonAbanta.com ) 	847/247-9540 

Membership 	Jenny Ori Hori100384Aaol.com) 	773/481-2285 

Charity Ftide 	Craig & Linda Martens 	 847/362-5556 

Propyams 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcoml 	847/3824269 

Prod.lett 
Communications 	John Lunde (mongerl@hotmail.com) 	815/459-2488 

Roar 
Website 
Hotline 
Safety 	Ric Case (riccaseAameritec.net) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt t A mg 	Vine.. 01,par 	(vinrent104@Anl. 	847/41S-499R 

Web site 
.. 	. 	. 	 .. 	 . 	. 	. 	i 	1 	. 

IRANIDY'S CYCLIC 

RANDY WEAVER 
11013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

G -LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDMONING 

(84'7) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 	GEORGE J. LA3C 
HEATING 	 CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 	 P.O. BOX 725 
SHEET METAL 	 LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDEN77AL / COMMERCIAL 

550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWWDPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines Il. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 
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4, DVANC 
Custom Design 

Tailor Made Seats, 
Saddlebags & Show Bike Seats 

" 	3441 
"I" 	(847) 

265-9378 

Customize 
Your 

Favorite 
Stock 

Or After 
Market Seat 

www.alligatorbob.com  

• Largest Selection Of Exotic Skins 
In The Midwest 

• Pro Pad Seat Padding For Added Comfort 
• Complete Line Of Leather Apparel 

39442 N. Rte. 59 Lake Villa, IL 60046 

MAKE THE SUN SHINE 
FOR OTHERS ! 

By Roberta Arsenault 

Seasonal affective disorder?? Cabin fever?? After a 
long gray winter and an even longer rainy spring, a 
little sunshine and getting out for a few hours with 
the wind in your face can cure anything, well almost 
anything. If it could cure procrastinating, then maybe 
every Top Cat would pick up their tickets to sell on 
the Sportster, and pre-register for the Charity ride! 

Most of us procrastinate on these two things and for 
a variety of reasons. We don't "like" to ask people to 
buy something from us, we would "rather" spend the 
money we have this week and put off spending it on 
the registration until the last possible moment, or 
"maybe" it will be raining and we won't want to ride 
that day, etc. The rational sounds kind of weak when 
you see it print, doesn't it? (I know, I have used 
them all myself) 

2. Pre-register. (If you chose not to come, then you 
have donated to a good cause. Rain or shine, you'll 
miss a great event if you wimp out!) 

Last year, approximately 85 pre-registrations were 
received. If every Topcat did both of these, ($100 + 
20 x 130 members) we will have raised $15,600 
before expenses. Since a goal of 100% overall may 
be difficult to achieve, a goal of 90% of the general 
membership and 100% of the board members is pos-
sible. Think of all the nagging reminders you'll be 
able to avoid for the next few months by just doing 
both of these now! 

The next time you're out in the sun enjoying your 
"meaningful recreation", envision how good it will 
feel to bring some sunshine to others less fortunate. 
We need to raise the bar and all of you can be part of 
that achievement! 

Our club has taken on the commitment of sponsoring 
this annual fundraiser. When we paid our dues to be 
a member of Top Cats, we each bought a piece of that 
commitment. We have the ability to put some sun-
shine into the lives of people that are helped by 
NISRA, Northern Illinois Special Recreation 
Association. Their mission is simple, "Enriching the 
lives of people with disabilities through meaningful 
recreation experiences." 

It sounds simple, but it doesn't happen without 
money, neither does a major event like the ride we 
put on each year. Even if you don't sell all your tick-
ets, or it does rain that day, the bills still have to be 
paid for this event and NISRA still needs money to 
run their programs. 

Top Cats are good people! We all agree on this and 
know that you all want to help. To kick off this event, 
here are two ways to help it be a success. 

1. Pick up your tickets to sell. (If you don't want to 
sell them, just buy them! Paper the bathroom with 
them, make confetti for New Year's, we don't care 
what you do with them, just don't bring them back!) 
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MINUTES OF MAY 2002 GENERAL MEETING 
Sandra Vernon, Secretary 

The May meeting was called to order by President Wayne Kirkpatrick at Mandile's in 
Algonquin. He covered details on the President's Ride to be held over Memorial Day to 
Washington, D.C. and needed a final count of riders. Guests this evening were Gary Meek, his 
sponsor is Jim Heiland, and Sal Saccomanno introduced Michael Prate, Jerry Delaurentis and 
Mark Prosperi. 

Treasurer Jim Heniff announced we are solvent. Updates from the Directors and vari- 
ous committees are as follows: See Jenny Ori, Membership, if you need a member card. Craig 
Martens, Charity, "strongly" encouraged everyone to pick up their raffle tickets! To get 
involved with the Charity Ride for N.I.S.R.A. (Northern Illinois Special Recreation 
Association) see Chuck Prettyman for Sponsor info, Taz and Windy Krepel for Silent Auction 
details, Pre-registration is Janet Riddick, Ric Case is in charge of poster and flyer distribution 
and don't forget Craig and Linda Martens for raffle tickets. 

Director Jim "Taz" Krepel presented the patch for the Memorial Ride for our Founder, 
Carl "Virgo" Bender. Members may purchase a patch for $5 from Janet Riddick or Roberta 
Arsenault, Products. Don't forget t-shirts are still available. Get yours for the upcoming rid-
ing season from Janet. Taz gave details on the upcoming Experienced Rider Class being held 
Saturday, May 11 th. John Fraccaro, Activities, updated the Ride Calendar and you can check 
out dates and details in ROAR or on the website. See Jordan Glazov for the June Door County 
Ride. 

Director Bard Boand reminded everyone to get your reservations in for Little Sturgis on 
the River, call Kim Bothel, Radisson Quad City Plaza, 1-563-322-2200, in Davenport, Iowa. 
In addition to the Little Sturgis ride the weekend of June 14-16, Jim Heniff and Terry Kumro 
will lead a ride on that Sunday to Galena to do the Stagecoach Trail. 

"Big" Sturgis — Ca111-800-888-ALEX for reservations. NOW! 
Ric Case, Safety Chairman, reviewed hand signals used on our Top Cat rides. Safety tip 

tonight was, in dealing with multiple hazards, handle the most important or worst one first and 
then move down the list. Traveler stated while it is legal to drink and use prescription drugs 
while riding, your skills can become impaired. Don't be offended if someone asks if you are 
okay, they are just watching out for you and making sure you are safe. Cardinal Rule when 
riding — DON'T SPIT! 

Member Tom Lonze spoke on the start of a local chapter of Rolling Thunder. He 
brought brochures and you can contact him at 1-847-223-6405 for more information. 

"Gizmos and Gadgets" Don Esbjornson made available to members tonight a "gadget" 
from Rand McNally to download maps from your computer. Price is $25. 

50/50 in the amount of $87 was won by Pete Hemmelgarn. Meeting Adjourned 
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WHEN I RIDE, EVERYBODY RIDES 
By Traveler 

We learn as youngsters, that God created Heaven and Earth in six days and rested on the seventh. In the Bible, 
the book of Genesis explains it in detail. Nowhere does it mention that God created rain. So, I'm thinkin' from 
a rider's perspective, the Devil must have come up with that damn idea. 

Virgo and I discussed this very subject many years ago. He hated to ride in the rain. We agreed, rain is the 
Devil's way of interfering with motorcycle riding so...we were not about to let the Devil win...we'd ride in the 
rain. But, in his sage old way, he'd tell me "What do you nzean we? You go ahead and fight the Devil in the rain and 
I'll stay back here and keep hirtz away from this bar". 

Thoughts of that conversation lingered in my mind as I struggled with the nasty weather predicted for April 
28 and the option of postponing Virgo's Memorial Ride to a better day. Naw, I thought, we'll fight the Devil 
and Virgo can keep him out of the bar. 

Fifteen wet and chilly riders and two members in cars, assembled at Mandile's early that morning to ride the 
Memorial Ride in honor of our Founder and friend, Carl "Virgo" Bender. More accurately, fifteen wet and thir-
teen chilly riders met. Two riders cheated and had electric vests! 

Through the drizzle we rode, the wind - chill factor dipping below miserable to somewhere around painful. 
The dreary overcast failed to detract from the outstanding route up to, and back from, Lake Geneva that Taz 
and Sandy laid out. 

The significance of the route was that it included some of Virgo's favorite roads and places. Queen Anne's 
Road, a quiet country two-lane in Mchenry County, was one of his favorites. He always enjoyed riding to Lake 
Geneva. 

After a rest/fuel stop in Lake Geneva,we continued along the route of farm roads, highways, rural roads, city 
streets, long straightaways, twisties, good pavement, bad pavement With forty-two turns, it was one of the 
most complex routes we have ever ridden as a club and a challenge just to stay together as a group. The route 
almost reflected every type of local ride our club has ever ridden which, in hindsight, was probably appropri-
ate to the cause. 

Three hours and 108 wet and cold miles later, we finished at the American Smoke House,the first official meet-
ing place of Top Cats back in 1995 when it was known as Formerly Farmins. Five more 4nembers joined us for 
lunch and afterwards we presented each participant with a memorial patch honoring Virgo. 

I think everyone in the Club had thoughts of Virgo sometime throughout the day whether they rode, drove, or 
had other commitments. Even though we didn't have an overwhelming turnout, everyone who knew Virgo, 
or just knew of him, remembered him and missed him and missed his presence once again. 

Reflecting on the day's ride and looking around the room as we enjoyed lunch, I watched Sandy and Bill 
Vernon, Taz, Ed Jacques, Ric Case, Don Schaffer, Chuck Prettyman, John Fraccaro, George Lax, Chris Lax, Vince 
and Judy O'Leary, Terry and Alicia Kumro, Bard Boand, Carl Hart, John Kahles, and Jim Hasse and thought 
how representative of the Top Cats this day was. The folks who participated represented a cross section of the 
Club, the route captured our traditional group riding style, and the start and finish were at our current and our 
first meeting places. The only thing missing was Virgo. 

It reminded me of another bit of Virgo-wisdom when he would quip, on a rainy day " When I drink...everybody 
drinks. When I pay...everybody pa s. When I ride...then everybody rides." How true that proved to be that day... 



EXPERIENCED RIDERS" COURSE 
By Iceman 

Hook up with George Lax at 7:10 AM at Fairfield and RT 176. Temperature 46 degrees, skies dark and threa 
ening. Together we motor to the north parking area (range A & B), College of Lake County, to partake in th 
Experienced Riders' Course being given by the MSF for the Top Cats. Eighteen of our members... 

Bard Boand 
Duane Griffith 
Jim Heniff 
Terry Kumro 
George Lax 
John Lunde 
Rob Mann 
Chuck Prettyman 
Kevin Riddick 

Jesse Fojo 
Peter Hemmelgarn 
Jim Krepel 
Duane Lamotte 
Rick Lowry 
Tom Malia 
Wayne Newman 
Janet Riddick 
Ted West 

...attended the course. 

The MSF instructors do a tech check of all of the motorcycles and mention tire wear to a couple of the rider 
The next announcement catches more than a few off guard. A v.alid motorcycle license, registration and pro( 
of insurance must be exhibited to take the course. Oops. Phone calls were made and FAXs were transmitte, 
Eventually all had the required documents. 

Unfortunately, the instructors were unable to change the format and the practical portion of the class would tal 
place after the classroom instruction as usual. So much for doing these maneuvers in the dry. Visual aids accon 
panied the instructor's narrative and the morning moved right along. fl of the way through the morning sessic 
the rain began to fall in a way that you just knew it was going to continue forever. And continue it did. A litt 
rain on occasion with an ever present cold mist. 14 sections or exercises made up the practical portion of tl 
course. We were divided into two groups and assigned to range A or B. Verbal instructions were followed by 
demonstration by an instructor riding a 250 lb fiickable Yamaha. Line up - do it - line up - do it again. Critiqul 
- cones changed new instructors and so it went all afternoon. By 6:15 PM the last exercise is completed and v 
return to the warmth of the classroom and receive our ERC completion cards. 

All 18 Top Cats endured the poor conditions in an effort to become a better motorcycle rider. Congratulation 

You can never learn or practice enough in developing motorcycling skills. This is a great course and I strong 
encourage all Top Cats to take it. 

A special thanks to Windy Krepel for showing up and giving moral support. 
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SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  
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RANDHURST IVIALL 
MT. PROSPECT, IL 60056 

(ADJACENT TO CARSON'S) 847-392-3028 

AMERICA'S FIRST SO ORCYCSS 

SPECIALMIG IN AMERICAN 	 RCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  

RANDHURST 
SHOE REPAIR 

0 

ri Ai! n 

10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND, IL 60071 
815-678-4200 

Page 8 



NOTIORCY©L tH©P111 

a:;k:K.WK 

A4•1:e 10:1 

A i %Iftir 71r- A e r Ara" API° Ire° -S*AlEw aSv 
LAKE- VILLA, /L.. 

EST. 1969 

847-356-3000 

EXCELSIOW.KENDEIRSON 

PRICE 

THE MIDWEST'S LARGEST RECREATIONAL DEALER! 
JUST 7 MILES WEST OF GREAT AMERICA 
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130 S. RT. 83. LAKE VILLA IL 847-356-3000 
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ABOUT OUR ADVERTISERS 
By Iceman 

' Alligator Bob is holding an open house at his Lake 
Villa shop on June 15th. This is a BIG event. 1,000 
bikes last year. Bands, show bikes and MotorVision 
will add to the carnival atmosphere. 

*** Downtown Wauconda nnay still be under construc-
tion but OTraina's Lakeside Eatery is still serving 
great food in a unique atmosphere. Tom has recently 
spruced up the interior of his establishment. Fresh paint 
and new window treatments are in order. Sunday spe-
cial...All you can eat Snow Crab. 

It s What We Do III 
Submitted by Chuck Prettyman 

WE WORK TO IMPROVE OUR RIDING SKILLS. And 
thanks to Windy and Jim Krepel, who intervened 
for us with Windy's employer, seventeen (17) Top 
Cats members were given the opportunity to take 
the Experienced Riders Course at Lake County 
Community College, on Saturday, May 11, as a 
group, in the rain, and the wind, and the cold. I 
guess we can't blame them for the weather. 

Either despite the weather or because of it, we all 
picked up some reminders of what it takes to ride 
better, which translates to safer, which means hav-
ing more fun. And that we did. From the comments 
in the class session to the antics on the course, what 
was a long day in poor weather, turned out to be a 
rewarding experience. 

Between runs, conversation went from "are your 
boots dry" to "I can't see through these glass-
es AND a windshield. Praise was given to the boots 
recommended by Hawkeye Glassman as well as the 
First Gear Jackets bought at Randy's Cycle. Tom 
Malia had a pair of dry hunting gloves; a conspira-
cy was hatching to mug him for them, but he's too 
big. 
Things we learned: carry your insurance card, 
icheck to see if your tail lights work, see Bard for 
'extra large surgical gloves, Jesse Oaks does a good 
lunch business on Saturday, and things always take 
longer in the rain. 

It Was Appropriate 
Submitted by Numbersman 

In the old movies, they feed brandy to fro; 
soul found in the snow. That's how it looked when 
teen riders and passengers hit American Sm( 
House to end the Founders Ride. It took a bik( 
sense of adventure to stick a nose outside Sun( 
morning; much less put on the rain gear know 
things weren't likely to get better. 

It is appropriate that Virgo did us in again. 
ordered up rain for his funeral, and again for 
memorial run. Must be pissed that he wasn't be gc 
with us. Traveler started us off by awarding a 1, 
deserved Road Captain rocker to Jim Haase, and tl 
warned that in memory of Virgo, the route was diffic 
especially in the rain. Traveler led off packing doL 
with navigator Kim (almost flawless job, and we 
not sure how the argument canne out about that for 
the left). Everyone had an image of a rider in 
vacant second spot. The route ran non-stop fc 
couple of wet and cold hours through intricate b 
roads to Lake Geneva. The best news? Ther( 
damn little traffic on a day like this, and the cages E 

out of your way because they think you are crazy. 

Finally, a rest stop. Time to make the toi 
decision. Grab hot coffee, or to hit the restrol 
Amazing how driving in the rain causes bladder c 
striction. Most frequently heard comment? "I've gc 
try some of those heated gloves!" Taz rescued ric 
in danger of finger frostbite with chemical warm, 
True to form, the warmers were all foot, not hand nr 
els. The rain backed off to an occasional drizzle 
Prettyman shows up. Where was he when we w 
getting soaked? 

Another hour and one-half on a beautiful I 
around the Twin Lakes area and down thro 
Wilmot, and we were back at American Smoke Ho 
for brunch and some antifreeze. The other he 
souls who rode were; the Vernon's, the Lax's, 
Haase, Vince O'Leary, Rick Case, Terry Kumro, 
Jacques and Carl Hart. Also had a couple of driv 
and several members showed up to meet us for lur 
Sorry if I left anyone out. I have a lousy memory. 

Memorial Ride patch in hand, I hopped b 
on the bike with two thoughts in mind. First, save 
route (thanks Taz) for a warm, clear day. Next, 
rest of the world really doesn't understand us. 
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May, 2002, Board Meeting Minutes 
Sandra Vernon, Secretary 

Meeting was called to order by President Wayne Kirkpatrick. Board members present were 
Wayne Kirkpatrick, Jim Heniff, Sandra Vernon, George Lax, Chuck Prettyman, Bard Boand, Terry 
Kumro, Jim Krepel, Rob Mann, Ric Case and John Fraccaro. 

Reports from the Directors are as follows: Chuck Prettyman suggested we waive the program 
segment for outside speakers for the summer months and use the time for a brief refresher course on 
segments of the G.R.A.S.S. class. Sandra Vernon will give accident Scene Management in June. 

Ric Case, Safety, stated he is working on Road Captain kits to be carried on all rides. Tuesday 
night, June 11 th, is next G.R.A.S.S. class at Village Tavern in Buffalo Grove. As Awards Chairman, 
Ric suggested doing an Awards event once a year. All agreed. 

Terry Kumro said all is well on Charity Ride front and Board members need to make sure to 
pick up raffle tickets. Under Communications, the website will list rides from both Top Cats and 
local events. 

The following new member applications were presented by Director Bard Boand and 
approved pending payment of dues and signed Ride Waivers. Tom Smolinski, sponsor will be Jim 
Heniff; Gary Meek, sponsor will be Jim Heiland; and Mark Prosperi, sponsor is Mario Prosperi. 

Treasurer Jim Heniff presented financial report and it was approved by the Board. A draft of 
a letter to be sent to new members was approved. It is to be used as a "welcome" to Top Cats and 
states basic expectations of a new member. 

President Wayne Kirkpatrick made a motion to amend the By-Laws in the following manner: 
1. Expanding the Secretary-Treasurer position, and duties, into two positions. 
2.Extending officers and directors term commencement dates from October 1 to January 1. Providing 
for additional directors to accommodate future growth. Seconded by Terry Kumro and approved by 
Board. It will be presented to the General Membership at June general meeting and forwarded to 
State of Illinois upon approval. 

Due to the resignation of Rik Lowry as Vice President, a motion was made by Director Chuck 
Prettyman to have Past President George Lax fulfill both the Past President position he now holds 
on the Board and the Vice President position until the end of this term, which is January 1, 2003. 
Seconded by Bard Boand and approved. Rik Lowry will be reinstated as a Regular Member. 

The Board was asked to give recommendations for meeting places for our monthly Board 
Meeting. When suggesting locations, please make sure they are open on Monday nights, we can 
order off the menu and receive separate checks, check out the smoking options and parking. Make 
sure they are motorcycle friendly. June meeting place to be announced. Meeting Adjourned  
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A Veteran's Tears 
By Traveler 

Memorial Day is a time of reflection for many and is often defined as a day of remembrance only for 
those who wore a uniform while serving our country. I'm not so sure they're the only veterans... 

Decades ago, as an eleven year old in Southington, Ohio, I watched my first Memorial Day parade 
with my dad. Soldiers, cars, clowns, motorcycles, and old veterans paraded in front of us in memo- 
ry of wars and a day that I didn't really understand. 

The parade ended at a cemetery that had a monument to fallen heroes. As the roll - call of those 
killed in battle was read, I watched the old soldiers standing at attention and saluting, gray hair, worn 
uniforms from some other era, wrinkled faces reflecting the horrors of Omaha Beach, Normandy, 
Dunkirk, Verdune, and the 38th Parallel in Korea. Wow, these were heroes, I thought. 

Almost in unison, as a bugler played Taps, I saw tears well up, roll down weather worn cheeks, and 
lips tremble on those old warriors. My dad's grip on my shoulder became tighter. I was witnessing a 
sign of weakness on men I thought were heroes. Or was I... 

Many years later, after serving two tours in Vietnam as an infantry company and cavalry troop com- 
mander and, subsequently, in Grenada and Panama, I had the opportunity to attend many parades 
and ceremonies honoring our Veterans. 

Solemn drum beats, rifle fire from honor guards, and the stillness generated by a lone bugler sound-
ing Taps, brought back flashes of hidden memories of fallen soldiers, Medevac choppers, gunfire, 
body bags, posthumous awards, and headstones. Lips trembled, tears overflowed, knees weakened, 
and I finally realized what made those old warriors in Southington, Ohio, become so emotional. 

Nowadays, as I attend Memorial Day and Veteran's Day ceremonies at such places as Angel Fire, NM 
during the annual Red River Motorcycle Rally, and Washington, DC during the Rolling Thunder Ride 
to the Wall, the emotions are no less intense but, I suppose, just better controlled. 

The crowds are the same, black leather, business suites, uniforms, or T-shirts and blue jeans but, 
through tearing eyes, I see the same respect, the same appreciation and, the same emotions appar-
ent on the faces of those who never wore a uniform, as those who did. 

Mothers and fathers who lost a son, brothers and sisters whose relatives sacrificed their lives, children 
whose fathers never returned and, bikers whose only memory of a friend remains etched on a lonely 
headstone, only to be brought to life at an annual ceremony. 

To me, behind every tear stands a veteran. Perhaps not a veteran of battle, or uniformed service, but 
a veteran of sacrifice, a veteran of loss, a veteran of the stress of defending democracy through armed 
conflict, and the impact it has on our families, our friends, our society, and our nation. 

Some anonymous writer, during the Vietnam era, penned the phrase "For those who fought for 

it, freedom has a taste, the protected will never know." I used to believe that only  those 
who fought for it, could possibly understand the hellish sacrifice of defending democracy. Today, I 
no longer believe that... 

On this Memorial Day, as we remember our servicemen and women who's names are etched in mar-
ble, who reside in VA hospitals, who stand beside you at work, who ride next to you in black leather, 
and who serve today aboard ships and at bases throughout the world, let's not forget their families 
and friends for their sacrifices as well. I think they'd want it that way... 

May God bless each and every American who ever felt their lips tremble and their eyes tear at the 
sight of our flag, the memory of a fallen serviceman, or the sound of Taps.. 



Kaution Korner 
By Ric Case 

Oh, Deer Me: 
What can you do to protect yourself from 

deer? There numbers seem to be increasing all the 
time. Let's start with some basics. You should be 
scanning 4 to 12 seconds ahead by using the SIPDE. 
That's a start. Think like a deer. If and when you 
see one there is bound to be more. Deer seem to be 
particularly active around dusk, after all, it is their 
feeding time. So be extremely cautious at that time 
of the evening especially in areas where they are 
prevalent, such as forest preserves, wooded groves 
along the side of the road, and areas where there is 
lots of food for them like apple orchards. Deer whis-
tles may provide some protection, but don't bank on 
them. It seems they are speed dependant, which 
seems to be self defeating. The faster you go the less 
time you may have to react. I've "herd" about 
power deer whistles which would make sense, but 
are the deer listening? What about deaf deer? 
Enough silliness now. At night you can search for 
eyes along the side of the road. At night you may 
want to plan your ride on a higher traveled route 
where the deer may be less likely to be active just 
because of more traffic activity and lights. Just like 
most other creatures deer appear to become mes-
merized and blinded by looking directly into lights. 
Expect them to spring to action when your lights 
are redirected as you get closer when approaching 
them. If you do see them and are trying to avoid 
them aim for the tail. It is less likely to be there 
when you get there and deer don't typically turn 
around or back up. 
Ride (trouble) Free! 

JUNE - JULY 
ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

6/2 	Torch Run - 9am 800 S. State, Elgin 
6/4 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 

7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant - Algonquin, IL 
6/6-9 AMA Super Cycle Races 

Road America - Elkhart Lake, VVi 1-800-365-RACE 
6/7-9 Door County Ride 
6/8 	Ride for Vets 2002 Poker Run (708) 758-2975 
6/10 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
6/11 GRASS Class 

6:00 PM Village Grill and Tavem Buffalo Grove 
6/14 "Little Sturgis" Davenport, IA 

6/14- 6/16 BARD BOAND - Road Captain 
6/16 Stage Coach Trail Run 

9 AM - Terry Kumro, Jim Heniff - Road Captains 
6/18 CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
6/22 Top Cats 1st Annual Downtown Nite 

Chicago - Holiday City Center 
John Fraccaro, Susan Tabordon - Road Captains 

6/29 Mississippi River Ride 6/29-6/30 
7/2 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 

7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant -Algonquin, IL 
7/8 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
7/13 	Annual Midnight Tour - Maryville Academy 
7/16 CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 

7/21 	Ride For Kids Northbrook 
7/28 GFtASS Class 

8:30 AM Village Grill and Tavern Buffalo Grove 
7/30 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 

7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant - Algonquin, IL 
7/31 Sturgis Run - 1st group departs 

For Updated Activities 
Information, Check 
WWW.TOPCATS.ORG  

frequently 
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Let us do your next Pig Roast 
Mention this ad for FREE  appetizer 
with any two dinner entree's 

666 main St. Lake Zurich 847-726-2272 

It's What We Do... II 

by Chuck Prettyman 

Last weekend I had the opportunity to attend 
the quarterly Grass meeting. No mowing, just a 
lot of good information. This is the third time (at 
least) and it was more informative than the last. 
Why, you ask? Simple, 
I larn slow! 

Despite my maladies, I suggest a refresher 
course before heading out for the summer 
marathon rides, the trips to Laconia, Sturgis, 
Spokane, or D.C. The presenters (?) are well 
organized, have had time to polish the presenta-
tions, add some interesting advise based on 
experience, and finish on time. 

If you haven't been to the new location in 
Buffalo Grove, you will be pleasantly surprised. 
Unlike a large oversized hall in a local 
hotel/motel, the room is comfortable, the 
refreshments fresh, and the parking close. 

Our safety committee has made a commitment 
to the membership to provide us with useful 
information that may save their lives, and even 
our own if we pay attention. Aside from the 
usual "save the women and officers first in an 
emergency", and "don't forget to tip the senior 
road captain", I felt the suggestion about 
tithing to the safety committee was a bit much. 
In any event, go to a Grass meeting if you 
haven't, and go to another one if it has been a 
while. 

OPP,I01.01,1,  

JUNE 16, 2002 
THE STAGECOACH T1RAIL TO GALE- 

NA 
ROAD CAPTAINS JIM HENIFF & TERRY KUMRO 

Jhe Top Cats are noted for putting together great 
rides. If you add probably the best motorcycling route 
to be found in Northern Illinois you have a winner 

Wistoric Galena is the end point on this day ride 
Ample time will be allotted to enjoy lunch and sight-
seeing and meet up with the Top Cats who will be 
coming in from Davenport, Iowa and the Sturgis By 
The River Rally. 

This ride is about 150 miles each way if you begin in 
Barrington. Saddle time combined with ground time 
in Galena adds up to a full day, plus. 

,8:00 AM To accommodate riders originating at various 
parts of Chicago, we will begin the ride at the Route 
20 exit off the NW Tollway. This is the next exit after 
Huntley. The Shell gas station will be the gathering 
spot. Gas, refreshments and restrooms are available 
and we will roll out and head west by 8:30 AM. 

The first leg of the ride will continue west on Route 20. 
Marengo, Belevidere, Rockford, Freeport will be done 
at highway speeds. Shortly after we pass Freeport, we 
will leave Route 20 and enter the town of Lena. 
Unless we have a Sporty in the group, Lena will be the 
first rest and gas stop. We are now on the Stagecoach 
Route and the real fun begins. 

Up and down, 15 mph to high speed sweepers, 
forests and farmland make up this route traveling 
through the highest elevations in Illinois. You had bet-
ter bring your A game when doing this technical , 
stretch of farm roads. By the way, the road surface is 
excellent and there isn't but one or two stop signs on 
the whole route. We will enter Galena at the north 
end of town and find parking. The shops and eateries1 
in Galena are way above average and will provide' 
ample diversion. 

Betvveen 2:00 PM and 2:30 PM we will saddle up and 
head back on the same route. The Stagecoach Trail 
offers a completely different look when traveling in 
the opposite direction. 

As with any Top Cats' ride, if you choose to extend 
your stay in Galena, take a more straight forward route 
back home or anything else, notify the Road Captain o 
your intentions. 

od) n't miss this ricie. It s a great one. 
5 
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OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 
	 Biker Culture 

FEDS. Not that you would but...if you ever have occasion to 
ride a motorcycle on a Federal Installation such as a military You know you're an ugly biker when... 
base, or a Defense Department facility, the FBI Academy, etc, be 
prepared. Most Federal installations are not friendly toward * you look out the window and get arrested for indecent expo-
those nasty motorcyclists. Although it may vary from installa- sure. 
tion to installation, it is common that, regardless of state laws, 
motorcyclists are required to wear helmets, eye protection, * As a baby, you had to be breast fed by the family dog. 
reflective vests, gloves, long sleeve shirts/jackets, long pants, 
and boots. I feel so special that the Government is so concerned * Even mosquitoes stay away from you. 
with my safety. 

* You startle the animals at the zoo. 
BE SEEN. Clothing that enhances visibility often comes with 
gaudy strips of reflective material and enough bright internation- * On Halloween, you have to Trick or Treat over the phone. 
al orange coloring to embarrass a traffic cone. No more. 
IllumiNite is a black fabric that is embedded with microscopic * You make onions cry. 
dishes which act like millions of mirrors to reflect light back to 
its source. Participants in tests were able to identify wearers * Your armpits look like you have Don King in a headlock. 
from 1,000 feet away. Pants are $65.00 and jackets $85.00. 
Check it out at www.illuminite.com . 	 * Your plastic surgeon wanted to add a tail. 

AHOY MATE! Motorcycle accessories must be rugged, * When you were born, the doctor slapped your mother. 
weatherproof, and "cool". Accessories for boats are rugged, 
weatherproof and hey, "cool" is in the eye of the beholder. If you 

Why alcohol should be served at work... ever have a few spare minutes, stop in at a Boat US store. 
There's one in Arlington Heights on Dundee. You'll find clamps, 
brackets, knobs, gages, electronics, fasteners, paint, gadgets, * It's an incentive to show up. 
gizzmos, and a great array of GPS units, mountable on handle- 
bars. Almost everything is weatherproof, stainless steel or heavy * It leads to more honest communications. 
chrome and rugged. Prices are reasonable and, for metric 
bikes...they even have anchors. 

* It encourages car pooling. 
NEW RIDE. When we pick up a new motorcycle, the first 
thing we want to do is ride it and the last thing we want to do is 
work on it. That's normal but not smart. Take the time to have 
your dealer adjust the handlebars, footrests, and all controls, to 
your size. Ergonomic settings from the factory are based on rider 
size averages. Riding a new, unfamiliar motorcycle can be a 
challenge because "things" are different. A little bit of time and 
a few minor adjustments can expedite the time it takes to get 
comfortable with your new ride. 

MORE ADJUSTMENTS. Remember, when you have that 
bike slammed (lowered), or you installed a custom seat, re check 
the position of your controls. They haven't moved but, your rid-
ing position has. 

IMAGE. Thanx to the news media and to a few outlaw motor-
cycle gangs, the image of motorcyclists is taking a hit again. 
After the recent Hells Angels - Mongols shootings in Las Vegas, 
we are seeing a resurgence of concern by ill - informed politi-
cians, citizens, and law enforcement, over motorcycle gather-
ings. We all need to fight this concern by riding and acting 
responsibly as individuals and as Top Cats. 

* It makes fellow workers look better. 

* It eliminates vacations because employees would rather come 
to work. 

* employees work later because there is no reason to relax at the 
bar. 

* Bosses are more likely to give raises when they're wasted. 

* You can recycle beer cans. 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011-1201 
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